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building several hundred feet to the 
north. Those three buildings are all 
built substantially fronting on their 
several deed or property lines. The 
intermediate buildings were all erected 
many years ago, and are all built back 
from the several deed lines, following, 
no doubt, an ancient idea that the 
public had some rights in the public 
highway and that buildings with their 
approaches, steps, etc., should be con¬ 
structed upon the land that the owner 
paid for and that was covered by hiS 
deed. 

Some of the officials of the savings 
bank, howeyer, had what they apparently 
considered 'a more modem and pro¬ 
gressive idea and though they have 
about twenty-five feet of vacant land in 
the rear of their new buildirur. thev 
deemed it 


bank.” The remark as a slur, if so in¬ 
tended, passed, of yourse, for what it 
is worth. Mr. Ritscher has an interest 


town council 


Death of Francis Hendrick*. 

Francis Hendricks, head" of the firm 
of Hendricks Brothers, proprietors of 


leld a K«*srul*r Meeting Monday 
Night — Aummots' Report* —. Peti¬ 
tion* for Improvement* and Several 
Coin plant* Acted Upon. 


HALSEY ■. BARRETT’S BET HOI) OF DIS 
ROSING OF PROTESTS AGAINST THE 
SAVINGS BANK ENCROACHMENT. 


SUBJECT OF DISCUSSION AT TOWN 
Ctl BEE TING 


•opbUtlc Attempt to Blind the Peo¬ 
ple Agalnat Indisputable Proof that 
the Saving* Institution’* Bplldlng 
has Illegal Possession of Public 
Property In Broad Street. 


At a meeting of the Town Council, 
held March i8th, the following matters 
[were disposed of: A resolution for 
(Cottage place sewer was referred to 
phe Ordinance Committee. E. S. Black 
requested the improvement in drainage 
condition on Washington street and the 
jnatter was referred to the sewer and 


>U Aiisgsu .Monaincutal I.to* < l*j 
®<* a* Justifying tbs Aavlags Ha 
Escroachmcnt — Jongs Skins 
Sbow* that Liar Is Only Myik 
Bank’s Position Has No L*, 
Status. 


vays in towns in 
d out, widened or 


For the trite and felicitous expression 
4 *Swat the bank," we acknowledge our¬ 
selves indebted to Mr. Halsey M. 
Barrett, who made use of it when ap¬ 
pearing before the Town Council last 
Monday night, as counsel for the Bloom¬ 
field Savings Institution, ir^ the course 
of certain remarks made by him as 
arguments in favor of continuing and 
perpetuating a "special, privilege," con¬ 
sisting of occupying with a part of its 
new building S goodly portion of the 
sidewalk, approximately twenty-seven 
inches, on the easterly side of Broad 
street, in this town. Just what Mr. 

Barrett meant by "swat" we are it a 
loss to know. Our office cnpy of a 
reprint of Noah Webster's dictionary, 
originally published about the “forties," 
-defines it as an obsolete word, used by 
Geoffrey Chaucer, who lived somewhere 
about 1300, a id states that it then meant^ 
"to sweat,” or to perspire freely. Our 
recollection is that last summer we saw 
And heard the word coupled with ikhe 
fly," and our understanding was that 
the result, to the fly, was to be. far 
more serious than mere perspiration. 

modern sense and 


The Broad street building line -wa* 
discussed at considerable length at the 
Town Council meeting Monday night. 
Edw in A. Rayner. Halsey M.' Barrett 
and Judge Alfred Skinner appeared for 
the respective parties interested and 
made statements. 

Mr. Rayner was the first speaker and 
in the course of his remark was very 
careful to say that in regard to the 
Broad street line he 


sidewalk committee. 

A resolution for granite block pave¬ 
ment on Glenwood avenue was rescinded, 
and a resolution for bitulithic pavement 
|vas adopted. The matter of removing a 
dilapidated building on Bloomfield ave- 
tue was 


other reasons the resolution of the 
council is a nullity and granted noth¬ 
ing. The encroachment of the bank 
I building upon the sidewalk outside of 
the deed line is unwarranted and without 
a shadow of sanction of law or justice, 
and its removal should be enforced and 
accomplished without delay. Aside 
from the matter of money damage and 
public inconvenience, the “special 
privilege" feature istj a dangerous and 
vicious precedent, which merits only 
general disapproval.^ The proposed 
adoption of the monumental line on the 
easterly side of Broad street as a build¬ 
ing line is just as unfair as th^adop- 
tion of the three-foot ponumenfal line 
on other streets would be, and a con¬ 
templation of such a procedure is be¬ 
yond the ridiculous. ’ 

The former council left to the present 
council no more uncomfortable, per¬ 
plexing and important legacy than this 


wise and expedient to build 
the front portion of it out on the side¬ 
walk, approximately twenty-seven 
inches beyond their deed line. In at¬ 
tempted justification of this seizure 
they claimed that that unfortunate monu¬ 
mental line gave them about seventeen 
inches more than their deed gave them, 
and then they applied to the Town 
Council for a “special privilege" to 
build out twenty-one inches more. With¬ 
out any previous notice and, as is often 
said, ‘on the quiet,” and with the 
special aid and assistance of the then 
mayor, W. P. Sutphen, the council 
passed a resolution purporting to grant 
an extra eighteen inches. When the 


com 


The reports of the treasurer 

re¬ 


mittee 

And clerk for 1911 and collector's 
port for December were approved and 
Ordered filed. The auditor’s report for 
#11 was received, and referred to the 
finance committee. The mayor, clerk 
and treasurer were authorized to sign 
several checks to pay interest on bond 
iisue. 

Membership certificates in the fire de¬ 
partment were ordered granted to 
Harold J ones and S. C. Shippen and 
exemption certificate was ordered 
granted to Albert Loppacker. The 
ighting committee was empowered to 
place an incandescent light at the corner 
of Henry street and Glenwood avenue. 
Attorney Kocher rendered an opinion 
that under the term* of the building or¬ 
dinance the council is without power to 
giant a permit to Mr. Comstock to erect 
o^ place a garage leas than 20 feet from 
a dwelling house. 

An ordinance for Cottage place side¬ 
walk was given first reading. The 
ccpitract for supplying broken stone was 
awarded to the Eagle Rock Quarry Co. I 
Resolutions were adopted for Delaware ' 
avienue, telford; L»ke street, grading; 
Moolis avenue blue-stone sidewalk; 
Weaver avenue, concrete walk; Cedar 
stfleet, concrete walk, and Prospect | 
stoeet, concrete walk The clerk was 
authorized to advertise for objections to 
be 1 received April 15th. 

The attention of the road committee 
Wets called to condition of gutters on 
Witttsessing avenue. The matter of 
cutting off Mr. Henke’s property on 
MAoli£ avenue was inferred to the legal 
coAunittee. The mayor and sewer 
committee were authorized to send tele¬ 
grams to all member* of the New Jersey 


was speaking from 
memory only, and he several tiroes re¬ 
peated that he was surprised at the form 
of the resolution presented by Judge 
Skinner at a previous meeting of the 
council, and he claimed that there was 
an error in that resolution as to a 
matter of fact relating to the exact 
location of the columns and steps of the 
bank building. 

The resolution of 1909 gave the bank the 
privilege to go out eighteen inches, but 
an investigation showed that the bank 
only used eleven inches of its privilege 
and that the columns were flush with 
the monumental line and the pedestals 
and steps were out beyond that line 
eleven inches 

Mr. Rayner said that as he remem¬ 
bered it, the Townshihp Committee ea- 
ablished the Broad street monu¬ 
mental line in 1891. Previous 
to that time Broad street, he said. 


cut iq its more 
•application it would certainly have no 
reference to the bank as a business 
liouse, for it is well known and every¬ 
where conceded that the Bloomfield 
Savings Bank is one of our most 
fconored and stable financial institutions. 
Neither could it apply to the main body 
of the bank’s new building, because 
we are bound to admit that it is a 
well-built modern structure. We are 
therefore forced to the conclusion that 
Mr. Barrett referred only to that por¬ 
tion of the new building Which seems 
to occupy and trespass upon the public 
highway, and, if so, which we are 
advised, is termed in law a public 
TiiuisaAce. At any rate, in thii last 
sense “Swat the bank” sounds well and 
is “catchy." Since last Monday night 


i have the building line fixed. The line 
1 fixed by the Township Committee m 
i *891. according to hia recollection, was 
t established by Olmstead ft Cady ad 
> wa * acc *P' c d by property owners and 
buddings erected u> conform to it The 
p W has stood for twenty years. £• 
Rayner said, bat the deed lines of prop* 
fl erty were not in accord with it 

Mr. Rayner claimed that 1 o chance 
the line of Broad street, as proposed in 
Judge Skinner’s sesoluion, would work 
an injury to property owners who had 
built on a line of twenty-one years* 
standing and departure from that Ime, 
Mr. Rayner said, would be followed by 
litigation. 

The following petition was submitted 
by Mr. Rayner: 

“We the undersigned, owners of 
property on the east side of Broad 
street, Bloomfield, N. J., on the block 
between Franklin street and Bloomfield 
avenue, representing 335 feet of the 
total 575 feet on said block, respectfully 
request your honorable body to confirm 
and fix as the permanent building 
on said block, the building line surveyed 
and laid out by Olmstead ft Cady is 
1891, and designated by monuments still 
in the same locations as placed by them, 
which survey and monumental line were 
accepted and approved by the 
Township Committee, and on which liw 
the new buildings erected since that 
time have been placed. Signed: Char Ira 
W. Martin, The Real Estate ft Improve¬ 
ment Co., Estate of Horace Dodd, Fred 
Castle." 

Following Mr. Rayner Halsey ML 
Barrett said be was glad of an op¬ 
portunity to make a statement about 
the bank matter. Mr. Rayner’s state¬ 
ments with respect to the building line of 
1891, Mr. Barrett said, were m all 
respects correct. Citing from the town, 
records, Mr. Barrett said that in August. 
1891. specifications for proposals for 
making grade maps of the streets in 
the town were ordered prepared, and at 
a Township Committee toeeting «n Sep¬ 
tember of that year, the specifications 
were submitted, approved and adopted, 
and two weeks later bids for making, 
the maps were received. County En¬ 
gineer James E. Owen was retained by 
the Township Committee to confer with 
Messrs. Olmstead and Cady, the en¬ 
gineers to whom the contract for the 
maps was awarded. A Her the maps 
were completed Mr. Owen was again 
employed to make an inspection of the 
work, and m 1895 a letter from Me. 
Owen to the committee stated that the 
maps were correct and the maps have 
been fte authority in matters of street 


lapse ot a hundred years and more, 
and as so dedicated has been curbed, 


the removal of 
inside Hospital. 


[tiller would 


rome nuirduig W only thirty-ntne feet 

in width, and is entirely too narrow 

for present and future public needs. 
And the narrowing of the sidewalk by 
the savings bank obstruction only 
makes matters worse. Fortunately the 
roadway broadens to the north so that 
opposite the Martin building and above 
the postoffice it is nearly sixty feet 
from curb to curb. The usual pro¬ 
portion of one-fifth of the width of the 
highway for sidewalk on each side is 
nowhere observed. The Westerly sirle- 


were 

recover.' The most leriotis injury, it 

was said, was a blow on the left side 
of the abdomen. It is believed that 
when struck by the trolley car Muller 
was thrown against a heavy breast-high 
guard rail which protects pedestrians 
from, falling into the stream. 

The accident happened about 8130 
o’clock. Muller, who is a musician in 
the Fifteenth United States Cavalry 
band, stationed at Fort Sheridan, near 
Chicago, was spending a thirty-day 
furlough with relatives in Montclair, 
where he had been for the last ten 
days. He was returning from this 
town to the home of his grandfather, 
Karl Muller, 31 Miller street, when the 
accident occurred. 


-wlents, has been and is n a state of 

-g^olutiou. Shortly after the town was 
incorporated, about 1896, it became 
apparent that modern improvements de¬ 
manded better landmarks for streets, 
curbs and property line? than decayed 
fences, posts, corners of ancient build¬ 
ings, rotting trees, heaps of stones and 
the dike, to which reference is made 
in the old deeds, and the council had 
the streets monumented. The monu¬ 
ments are mostly substantial stones. 


K ing annexation of his town for many 

years. He made the remark that 
^Jnited States Senator Sewell, on ac- 
: count of his activity was wont to call 
: him “Belleville Hendricks." 

During the winter Mr. Hendricks 
made a practice of occupying the New 
L \ ork house. He contemplated coming 
f to Belleville in June to spend the sum¬ 
mer on his large estate there. In the 
^ town he was a well-known figure. 
Politically, the Board of Education was 
of interest to him, and at the last dis- 
“ trict meeting voters taken to the polls 
by his wagons turned the tide at the 
eleventh hour and defeated a ticket that 
1 was expected to be unopposed. At 
previous school elections he had also 
shown activity in turning out of the 
board men whom he looked upon with 
disfavor. 


inches square and are set on end in 
the highways outside of the property 
Jines and in most instances in the 
sidewalk. They are usually set at 
-cottiers and angles in the streets and 
are generally set three feet outside of 
the property # or fence line. The tops 
•of some are under thl paving or flag¬ 
stones. and some protrude through holes 
<ut in the flag-stones, and they are a 
■ 90 Orce of convenience or confusion, as 
"the case may be, to any surveyor in de¬ 
termining private property, street and 
■curt) lines. They can always be fopnd 
with more or less difficulty. We re¬ 
call one in particuluar which protruded 
■•otne five or six inches above the re¬ 
mains of a cinder sidewalk, which could 
At wry readily found by any foot 
^passenger even in the dark. The 
straight lines between the several monu¬ 
ments are called monumental lines. 

For some reason, or lack of reason, 
.unknown to men and angels, one of 


Town Hall Project. 

The following resolution adopted by 
the Board of Trade was read at the 
Town Council meeting Monday night: 

“Whereas, it appears to be the opinion 
of many taxpayers of the town of 
Bloomfield that the present premises 
devoted to the several departments and 
officers of the town are unsuited and 
inadequate for the proper conduct of its 
affairs, and 
. “Whereas, it is 


Up to the Governor. 

The Beard bill, giving this town and 
Belleville the right to say whether the 
proposed sewage disposal plant of Mont¬ 
clair and East Orange in the Soho 
section of this town and Belleville, 
passed the Senate Wednesday night 
with only two senators. Fielder and 
Slocum, voting against it. 

Senator Colgate declined tf> vote for 
the reason that half of his county 
wanted the bill and belf opposed it. 

Senator Johnson of Bergen made a 
speech for the bill, in which he declared 
that he did not think it would be fair 
for the Oranges and Montclair to put 
the burden of their sewage disposal plant 
on Belleville and Bloomfield in order 
to avoid going into the Passaic Valley 
trunk sewer. 

A hearing on the bill was held be¬ 
fore the senate committee on Wednes¬ 
day morning, at which there was a large 
attendance and Mayor Hauser beaded 
a big delegation from this town. 

Before signing of vetoing the bill. 
Governor Wilson at the request of 
Henry T. Stetson of Orange will give 
a bearing on it to all the municipalities 1 
for it and against it. 

Board of Education. 

The Board of Education held its regu¬ 
lar monthly meeting Monday night and 
spent much time in the consideration 
of matters pertaining to the new high 
school building. 1 

E- S. Storer was reappointed a teacher 
in the high school. 

If was decided to offer the position 
of supervisor of elementary grades to 
Miss Ida Robinson, principal of the 
Fairvicw School 

Miss E. Ruth Palmer was engaged 
as a teacher. 

Members of the Princeton Alumni will 
hold a banquet in the Hotel Montclair 
next Friday night. 

FIFTHLY'—Bear in mind that tly 
coal dealer has to PAY HIS BILLS 
MONTHLY or go without h 
d i ffic ul t to see how yon can help hkn 


believed. that pro¬ 
viding a suitable building for the more 
adequate housing of these departments 

in more ef- 


aiitf-officers will result 
.fi^itjpt Service to the benefit of the town, 
as weil as add dignity to the same and 
will inculcate civic pride, be it 

“Resolved, that the Board of Trade 
of the town of Bloomfield, at a regular 
meeting held on the 14th day of March, 
heartily recommend to the honorable 
mayor and council for due consideration 
the advisability of erecting a building to 
be devoted to the purposes indicated 
in the preamble, and that such proper 
action be taken which will eventuate 
in the erection and occupancy oi said 
building at as early a date as circum¬ 
stances will permit.” * 

Under the joint auspices of James T. 
Boyd Council and the Uniformed Rank, 
Jr., O. U. A. M., a five days’ fair will 
begin Monday night in their hall in 
Glenwood avenue, the proceeds to go to 
the building fund of the organizations. 


Address by Modernist. 

Rev, Father Sullivan, late Catholic 
priest^ whose book "The Priest” and 
“Letters to Pope Pius X have attracted 
such Wide attention, is to speak in Cen¬ 
tral Hall this town, tomorrow afternoon 
at 4 o’clock, under the auspices of Unity 
Church, Montclair. Mr. Sullivan, it is 
said, fc ooe of the leading, if not the 
foremost Modernist in this country, and 
a speaker of rare ability and eloquence. 


•engineer s omce. 1 lie so-called monu¬ 
mental line running northerly from this 
montfment terminates supposedly, we are 
told by the bank’s engineer, somewhere 
-on the deed line of the Horace Dodd 
estate, above the American House, but 
we have discovered no monument at 
*hat end, and we are advised that there 
■is no monument between the one in front 
of the CastlA Building and the one set 
in the Broad street sidewalk at the 
southerly end of the Green, near the 
old Peters or Nash property. 

When the savings bank purchased its 
lot for its new building, the ocly ira- 
fproved or modern buildings on the 
•easterly side of' Broad street were the 
Castle and Heckel Brothers' buildings, 
;ne3(t southerly adjoining the bank lot, 
land Charles W. Martin’s three-story 

How to Obtain a Supply of Coal. 

I FIRSTLY—Look 


A Kinemacolor exhibition of the 
Coronation of King George V will be 
given in Jar vie Memorial Hall Thurs¬ 
day afternoon and evening, under the 
auspices of the Men’s Club. Tlie after¬ 
noon 'exhibit is especially for children 
and will take place at half past three 
o’clock, and the admission fee for 
children will be ten cents and adults 
thirty-five cents. The evening exhibit 


The savings institution in 1891, Mr. 
Barrett said, decided to pur c hase the 
lot on which the budding I*** 
er ected and in 1906 found it desirable 
to build. The application by the bunk 
manageri for a permit to extend out 
on to the sidewalk was reviewed by Mr. 
Barrett and he contended that tl* p ermi t 


FOURTHLY—Remember that "coal 
coal” nowadays, and don’t be too 
iticalj as to quality. We gratefully 
cept what is shipped to us, and make 
» corn plain L We ask our cuustomers 
be equally forbearing (if necessary) 


abuse, and asserted that Ritscher was 
the real cause of all this trouble and 
that his only motive was to “swat the 

, SECONDLY — Send us that check 
with a request for what you need, and 
if it is possible to fill the order, it will 
receive prompt attention. 

Bloomfield Coni a nd Supply Co. 


THIRDLY—Don’t ask for more than 
you need; remember that your neighbors 
may be in the same straits that you are 
and, if they pay their coal bills, are 
entitled to equal consideration. 

Bloomfield Coni and Supply Co. 


over your accounts 
ind if you find you owe anything to the 
BLOOMFIELD COAL & SUPPLY 
20 ^ sit right down and draw a check 
or the amount due. 

Bloomfield Coni and Supply Co. 


vdopmenta 






























































































































